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Lafayette Resident Helps
Remove Oftensive Tattoos

By Sophie Braccini

Lafayette’s Mark Drevno presents his book on tattoo removal.

Lafayette resident Mark Drev-
no is fighting tattoos.

What he is advocating pas-
sionately is not the removal of the
cute butterfly on your shoulder or
even the dragon on your forearm;
what he wants is to solve a seri-
ous social problem: the removal
of antisocial or gang tattoos that
are highly visible and hinder ex-
convicts’ ability to turn around
their lives.

Drevno created the nonprofit
Jails to Jobs and he has been going
to prisons for years giving tools to
inmates to get a job when they get
out (see www.lamorindaweekly.
com/archive/issue0906/Jails-to-
Jobs-Lafayette-resident-helps-
former-inmates-find-jobs.html).

He noticed in prison the tat-
toos that the detainees were dis-
playing sometimes on their faces
and hands. He talks about the tear-
drops that can mean that you have
killed someone, the cobweb or the
clock with no hands that symbol-
izes a very long term, the letters
EWMN on someone’s knuckles
meaning Evil, Wicked, Mean,
Nasty, and all the variations of the
different gangs’ marking, includ-
ing the very crude three black dots
typically found on the hand or
around the eye and that represents
a predilection for gang lifestyle.
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Drevno and his teams decided
to write a book on how to start a
program for community based
organizations to help facilitate tat-
too removal. It is a free book, self-
funded by Jail-to-Jobs volunteers.

“There are 225 free or low
cost programs in 40 states,” says
Drevno pointing to the Jail to
Jobs’ website where all the servic-
es are listed. Of these 225 places,
over 100 are in California, which
means that some states have just
one or two. For all the locations
that are not served or underserved,
Drevno decided to write the book.

Drevno cites the Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Department
study that says that prisoners who
get their tattoos removed have
a lower rate of reoffending than
other prisoners. He adds that gang
tattoos can cause grave harm from
other gangs or even their own
when you want to leave it. Some
tattoos are applied in prison and
some inmates make money that
way.

Knowing that this will create
a problem later in life, one could
wonder why prisoners would go
an extra mile to label themselves
and look intimidating. Drevno
cites Rev. Gregory Boyle, founder
of Homeboy Industries, who says
that prisoners suffer from either

trauma, despair, mental illness or
all of the above.

“People are looking for con-
nection and ultimately love,” says
Drevno, “and they try to find that
connection through their gangs.”
But when they come out, they
want to remove their tattoos.

Homeboy Industries in L.A.
provides services to formerly
gang-involved and previously in-
carcerated men and women; it is
the largest gang intervention in
the world. It has four laser tattoo
removal devices and 34 volunteer
doctors. “Last year they removed
43,000 tattoos,” says Drevno.

Testimonies from former in-
mates found in Drevno’s book
show people who were finally
able to cut the ties with their old
lifestyle and start anew.

One of the main issues former
inmates face is that it is expensive
to remove tattoos and that there
are areas in the nation that have
little or no low-cost tattoo remov-
al services for the former incarcer-
ated population.

“The rule of thumb is that you
take what it cost you to have the
tattoo made and you add a zero,
and that will be your cost to re-
move it,” explains Drevno. And it
is a long process of two to 15 and
more sessions with six to eight
weeks between sessions.

“We interviewed existing suc-
cessful programs for their best
practices and developed case
studies from these interviews,” he
says. The book is not for medical
professionals, but for communi-
ty-based organizations, showing
them who to contact, how to get
organized. “It makes it very sim-
ple,” he says.

Drevno and his team have
also started creating a database of
dermatologists in the states where
there is no program and will email
them the press release about the
book asking them if they would
volunteer. “Once we have identi-
fied those service providers, we
will contact the organizations in
their community that will sponsor
the program (and will receive the
book),” says Drevno. Jails to Jobs
totals four volunteers and could
use more.

Drevno says that tattoo remov-
al is not only good to find a job,
“It also helps to cleanse the soul,”
he says, referring to people who
testified that removing the gang or
prison tattoos was like a baptism.

“And it saves taxpayer money
as it cuts down on the recidivism,”
he adds.

To support Jails to Jobs go to
www.jailstojobs.org.
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting
new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., IncC.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda
(925) 254-3725

GOLF OR TENNIS ANYONE?
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GOLF & TENNIS

TOURNAMENT

Monday, September 19
Registration Deadline 9/16

Sign Up Now!

HELD AT THE MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB

¢ No need to be Chamber or MCC member

e All are Welcome!

* Golf: $175 per player. Sign up as a Single Player or Team
includes Dinner, Refreshments & Prizes.

* Check-In: 10:30-11:45am, Shotgun Start 12pm

* Tennis: $25 per player. Women’s, Men’s and Mixed Doubles,
matches based on STA rating and/or individual skill level.

* 11:00 am (time may chnage)

* All levels of play are Welcome.

Not a Golfer or Tennis Player? Come to the dinner & auction only.
Antiquities of California Auction Starts at 3pm

(2nd floor Clubhouse)
Authentic, autographed framed and unframed items, one of a kind
collectibles, Guarantee Certificate of Authenticity

Sponsored by
R.
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\/lage RS
g REPUBLIC LA A

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Registration at www.moragachamber.com
or contact: Kathe Nelson: 925.323.6524 or

kathe@moragachamber.org
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Orinda Theatre — Friday September 9
12:30 PM — Shorts Program A — Make Us Laugh
2:00 PM — 2016 CAIFF Composer Contest

I Festival Schedule:

l

Thursday September 8,
6:00PM Rheem Theatre
6:00PM Opening Night Mixer
includes CAIFF’s Official Wine -
Zemrak-Pirkle, meat and cheese
platters from Cine Cuvée and sushi
from Sushi Fighter. Tickets $25

Opening Night Feature Film:

4:00 PM — Short and Feature flm

6:30 PM — Short and Feature film

8:30 PM — Short and Feature Film

Rheem Theatre — Saturday September 10
10:00 AM — Iron Filmmaker Contest

| 1:30 AM — Documentary

[:30 PM — Shorts Program B — Crimes and Misdemeanors
3:00 PM — Children’s Program

5:30 PM — Short and Feature Film

8:00 PM — Short and Feature Film

Castro Theatre — Saturday September 10
1:00 PM — Short and Feature Flm

3:30 PM — Short and Feature Film

6:30 PM - Short and Feature Flm

9:00 PM — Feature Flm

Orinda Theatre - Sunday September 1 |
12:00 PM — Shorts Program C — Love and Friendship
|:45 PM — Short and Feature Film

4:00 PM — Short and Feature Fim

6:15 PM — Feature Flm

8:30 PM — Documentary

Rheem Theatre — Monday September 12
6:30 PM — Bay Area Documentary Program

Miles

USA 2016 - Comedy/Drama - 90 min
Director: Nathan Adloff

Opening Night Short Film: JalSieliE]

20_15 . 7:15 PM —The World We Live In Documentary Program
Ammatlon Rheem Theatre — Tuesday September 13

8 min 6:30 PM — Sapporo Short Fest Showcase

Director: 7:30 PM — CAIFF 2016 Audience Award Winner

John Lewis Rheem Theatre — Wednesday September 14

. . 6:30 PM — 201 6 Slate Award Short Film Winner’s
The Story of Percival Pilts 7:30 PM — 2016 Slate Award Best Feature Fim Winner

Pickup a free guide at the Rheem or Orinda Theatre or at local stores






